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Both within the consultation document, now void, and subsequent published argument 
which is contrary to the general opinions held by those who lobbied to halt the sale of Public 
Forest Estate, case studies are cited which if followed would be catastrophic for UK forestry, 
with or without the Forestry Commission.

It certainly appears that in an increasingly lazy approach to gain credence for any article, 
proposal or policy, the priority is to simply fit a case study from anywhere in the world, if 
you are really lazy and have not discovered online translation tools, then preferably from an 
English speaking country. 

Adam Smith was arguably the father or culprit of modern economics, (a fact which will 
cause many citizens heckles to rise given the recent recession and those responsible for it), 
his theories were set against many ideals subsequent to the publication of ‘The Wealth of 
Nations’ and one of the first great movements against the basic principles of the text was 
based around trees. Ebenezer Howard, Titus Salt, George Cadbury, Patrick Geddes and 
others understood that the basis of sound economics was to provide conditions for which 
the workers would feel positive about their contribution. Urban tree planting became 
essential. In France and elsewhere the tree lined city streets and subsequent to revolutions 
the access to great forests became the backbone of economic progression.

Therefore is it really that ‘’odd’’, as Miles Saltiel of the Adam Smith Institute describes it, 
that the population would so rapidly combine to fight against the proposals. 

Not at all, there was a considerable amount of published research and commentary to 
suggest this would happen, (indeed far too much to link to here). Furthermore in regards to 
any issue which relates to natural heritage such an approach is very dangerous as the 
ignorance of even the most basic fundamentals of science will lead to disaster.

http://www.adamsmith.org/files/ASI_forestry_2.pdf

Within this briefing paper, the ludicrous case studies which were contained within the Defra 
consultation paper are further cited as relevant.
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‘About 20 years ago New Zealand decided to privatize its commercial forests (which  
consisted of intensively managed plantations) by leasing them, while retaining its native  
woodland area under public sector management. About 10 years ago the South African  
government decided to withdraw from direct involvement in the forest sector but retain  
some control over the resource by leasing forests to the private sector.

In Queensland, Australia, a 99-year licence to manage, harvest and replant Queensland’s  
forestry businesses. The Crown land under the plantations has not been sold and public  
access for recreational activities such as sight-seeing, bushwalking, horse riding and car  
rallies will continue as it has in the past. Certain agreements relating to existing business  
commercial activities, such as grazing, have been transferred to the licensee. The  
Department of Environment and Resource Management [will] make sure they comply  
with the conditions of the plantation licence and other agreements that support the sale.  
These include a requirement to maintain accreditation under the Australian Forest  
Standard or another internationally recognised sustainable forest management systems.’

These case studies are useless as they ignore all earth sciences, history and demography. 

The plantations themselves are of species of little additional value, particularly in amenity 
terms as they are remote to populations, (on a scale difficult to fathom when living in 
England), and completely beyond comparison to any species suitable for growing in the UK. 
Further, these policies have been subject to considerable criticism on a par with, (often 
contained within), critique of corruptible forest management in the developing world to 
such an extent as to question the merits of the Forest Stewardship Council, (FSC) stamp 
itself.  

 Life as Commerce – Certification Study
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And Mr Saltiel further suggests that the broadleaf woodland which could not be realised 
within the boundaries of such policy could be subjected to the East European ‘voucher 
privatisation’. 

‘Voucher Privatisation’ was a hastily deployed policy to limit corruption and help slowdown 
a huge surge of deforestation but still enabled a subsequent flood of timber that caused 
severe damage to the UK home grown timber market, reflected in the accounts of the 
Forestry Commission and the need to seek further funding from the government purse. It is 
as far an ideal from protecting England’s ancient broadleaved woodland as can be found. 
http://cog.kent.edu/lib/Ellerman5.htm

Miles Saltiels’ analysis displays the clear boundaries between the mindset of those within 
the city square mile and the rest of the population. However such rationale, which ignores 
so much science, will still attract attention and ultimately the ears of the politicians. 

The need to seek case study from within Europe is assured, but relevant case studies at the 
moment, due largely to the phenomenal amount of work the FC have achieved, is found 
within the work of the greater nations in Europe including Germany, France and the forestry 
state Finland, (all of whom currently refer back to the Forestry Commission for case study). 
To suggest otherwise would regress future policy to a position it would never recover from, 
simply due to the fact that trees take a period of time to accumulate their worth beyond the 
psyche of the average economist. It would also dismiss the progression of Teeb  - 
http://www.teebweb.org/ and the boost to the economy gained from it.

10/03/11 3 Of 4

http://www.teebweb.org/
http://cog.kent.edu/lib/Ellerman5.htm


Case Studies

By Pip Howard

It may be difficult to ascertain why the Forestry Commission and the Public Forest Estate are 
so treasured by the general public if you are entrenched in a world shadowed by the Canary 
Wharf tower, but this is to show ignorance of your heritage, both cultural and natural and 
the landscape as a whole. Drive out of the square mile and enquire to anyone living in a 
landscape with trees ‘what do those trees mean to you?’ and the answer will differ but 
contain a need for further exploration.

To write a briefing paper on the future of forestry requires considerable time and delving 
into much research, particularly if you wish to avoid duplication of the 2010 panel’s findings. 
And therefore any further contribution needs to combine the huge range of issues that will 
ultimately lead to policy that encompasses not just the public forest estate but every single 
tree in the UK. If any think tank, using or abusing the name of a great philosopher fails to do 
so, they are ultimately responsible for diminishing respect for the published work of that 
person. 

Pip Howard

Sustainable land manager 

An expert in soil and with a history in broadleaved silviculture linked to farming issues, Pip 
now specialises in site specific planting requirements, including; phytoremediation, urban 
silviculture and difficult planting sites.

European Trees.com
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